[A study of measles encephalitis with focal changes on MRI, auditory agnosia and expressive aphasia].
Acute measles encephalitis is a typical parainfectious encephalitis in which the brain is diffusely affected clinically and neuropathologically. We present here a 5-year-old case of measles encephalitis with intractable seizures, bitemporal MRI abnormalities, and neurological sequelae of auditory agnosia and aphasia. Pathophysiology of the focal MRI lesions and of expressive aphasia due to auditory agnosia was discussed. We stressed that the status convulsions and its ischemic effect played an important role on the development of the focal lesions rather than focal encephalitis or ADEM. In the course of auditory agnosia and acquired aphasia, the patient transiently expressed some meaningful words. The significance of this episode was discussed based on the sequential changes of symptoms and neuroimaging findings.